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INQUIRY INTO NATIONAL CURRICULUM TESTS 2008: CALL FOR EVIDENCE
 

I am today launching a call for written evidence to inform my independent inquiry into the problems that have arisen in the delivery of Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 National Curriculum tests in 2008. 

 

Scope of the inquiry
 

I will report this autumn to the regulator, Ofqual, and to the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) on matters within their respective remits. The areas that I will be investigating are as follows:

 

1) 
How the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has discharged its remit from the DCSF to deliver National Curriculum tests at Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 in 2008, and specifically:  

a) how the QCA has delivered against its formal success measures in relation to Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 tests in 2008;

b) the appropriateness of governance and organisational arrangements within the QCA; and

c) the appropriateness of the DCSF’s arrangements to monitor the QCA’s delivery against its remit.

2) 
The appropriateness of arrangements put in place by the QCA to procure the contract for delivery of National Curriculum tests, and the subsequent management of that contract by the QCA, and specifically:   

d) the procurement process from the development of the initial tender specification to the award of the contract;

e) the suitability of the contract to allow delivery of the QCA’s remit;

f) the arrangements for the contractor, ETS Europe (ETS), to report to the QCA;

g) the arrangements for ETS to report risks to the QCA; 

h) the effectiveness of the QCA’s arrangements to manage the ETS contract and the delivery of National Curriculum tests in 2008; and

i) the functioning of IT systems and programmes to manage and deliver the National Curriculum tests and to ensure delivery of data between the contractor, ETS, QCA, DCSF, and schools.

3.
The delivery of the tests in 2008 by the National Assessment Agency (NAA), and ETS: 

j) the nature and extent of the failures; 

k) risk identification, management and contingency planning by ETS and NAA; 

l) the quality and use of management information provided by ETS to NAA, and NAA to Ofqual; 

m) the administration of the marking process, including the training and management of markers; 

n) communication with schools by ETS and NAA; and 

o) the effectiveness of regulation of National Curriculum tests by the QCA (as regulator) and subsequently Ofqual. 

How to submit evidence to the inquiry
 

I would welcome electronic submissions to mail@sutherlandinquiry.gsi.gov.uk  but will also accept submissions sent to:

The Sutherland Inquiry
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT. 

The covering template below must be completed for all responses, providing contact details and specifying the points from the above list to which your evidence relates. All submissions must be received by 12 September 2008.

 

If you have any questions about how to submit evidence, please contact the secretariat for my inquiry at mail@sutherlandinquiry.gsi.gov.uk or 020 7509 5749.
 

I am grateful in anticipation of your contribution.

 

Yours faithfully,

 
Stewart Sutherland

Lord Sutherland of Houndwood
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